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XIX.    THE LIN HEXAGRAM.

Lin (indicates that under the conditions supposed
in it) there will be great progress and success, while
it will be advantageous to be firmly correct. In the
eighth month there will be evil.

i. The first line, undivided, shows its subject
advancing in company (with the subject of the

yet great. By giving heed to the cautions in the Text, he will
accomplish what is promised.

The ruler in line 5 is represented by a weak line, while 2 is
strong. Thus the symbolism takes the form of a son dealing with
the prevailing decay induced somehow by his mother. But a son
must be very gentle in all his intercourse with his mother, and espe-
cially so, when constrained by a sense of duty to oppose her course.
I do not think there is anything more or better to be said here.
The historical interpretation adopted by Regis and his friends, that
the father here is king Wan, the mother Thai-sze, and the son king
Wu, cannot be maintained. I have searched, but in vain, for the
slightest Chinese sanction of it, and it would give to Ku the mean-
ing of misfortunes endured, instead of troubles caused.

Line 3 is strong, and not central, so that its subject might well
go to excess in his efforts. But this tendency is counteracted by the
line's place in the trigram Sun, often denoting lowly submission.

Line 4 is weak, and in an even place, which intensifies that
weakness. Hence comes the caution against going forward.

The weak line 5, as has been said, is the seat of the ruler; but
its proper correlate is the strong 2, the strong siding champion
minister, to whom the work of the hexagram is delegated.

Line 6 is strong, and has no proper correlate below. Hence it
suggests the idea of one outside the sphere of action, and taking no
part in public affairs, but occupied with the culture of himself.
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